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I hereby przsent my report for ths year, 1945-1946, which covers
the period from Cetober 1 to June 1.
STATISTICAL INFORMATION CONCTIRNING THZ LIBRARY

Total number of booke in the Librasry, June 1, 1946 44,396
Thie includ2e 740 n=w kooke added this yasr

Cireulaticn
Resarve Dooke circul:sted, Oct.1,1845 to
June 1,1946 24,504
Reserve books losned Lor overnight use 3,626
Total 28,130
Two weel books losned for use outside librsry 5,126

TOTAL 73,556

The report for 1944-1945, sm 11 month psriod
shows the following eirculation

Regs=rve booke circulsted 12,808
Hegorve books loaned for overnicht use 2,907
Two week tooks losnsd for us: ocuteide livrary 5,026

TOTAL 0,808

There sre probsbly two reasones for larger cireul:stion figures
this yesr, the lsrger number of studente enrolled and the putting on
resarve of many of the books for the us: of ths eurvey clacses,

Thie funetion of the college litrsry wse considerad formerly to e
that of collecting and przesrving tooks. Now the function of the college
livrsry ie to mske 1lts resources svailaklz teo students and faculty. Seveunl
fsctors sueh ss chsnges in 2ducstionsl theory snd methods of tesching hse
been responeible for this. Modarn oducstiecnsl theory sffirms thst the
gstudent should ece 1ife whols and its protleme intsrrelsted. That this
objecy may be accomplished curriculume include survey courszs which ecut

across s>veral fields of etudy. To meet the demsnde of suel courses the



college library nseds to provide broader collections of books. Teaching
mathods hsve slso undasrgons chianges and there has been : ehift from the
taxt-book-lzcture method to ths secignment of protlems to e worksd out
individuallv in the litrsry. And the collzge library now offers tooks on
msny phasss of s subject snd on s wide rasnge of subjecte. Through adapting
{te practices to chsnges such as thes: the college litrary has come to take
ite plsc2 se sn extension of ths elsssroom. To furth2r thie sim the librarian
at Wesleyan thies yssr has attempted to sdminieteor the librsry 20 se to make
avsilable ite recources seg widely aze poseible, within the limitations of
the building snd the eize of the likrsry stsff. Certsin methode snd de-
vicee hsve teen ue:d in this. To keep the fsculty informed of edu gcatiodal
trende snd sdvancement in their own fislds, the post-currcnt numbers of
maeszinee hsve teen sent to those who wished them. Typed raviewes of new
tooks pertaining to their fields have been sent to vserious faculty members.
Clippings from the NEW YORK TIMZS which desl with educationzal evente have
tsen routed to memkters of the .dminiestrstion. Clippinge about scientifie
progrese go to the Scicnce Dept. That the fsculty and students might know
the new books being sdded te the likrsry, s mimeocgrsphed pamphlet, BOOK
MIRROR, which zivee brief reviews of the tookes of current intercst, and
liete others, hese besen zditsd the winter and epring quarters by the

livrary staff.

To seeiet studente to uss the library's resources to better advantage
liste of the msgazines which the library has hsae teen posted in the Reading
Room. A liet on csrds of sll the tound msgszines owned ty the library is
now bteing compilad. This will te sn sid in locs®ing such litrsry materiale

quickly. There ls much msterisl in the verticzl file which will te more



usatle now that subject hszding csrds hsve Tzen put in the cerd catslog.
Telkes wore given to [five Fra2estmsen fSnglicsh s2ctione st the request of the
Znglich dopsrtment. Theese tslke were follow:d by clsee aseignments which
required the students to uee the library. as some students are interested

in subjecte nct covared in courses, booke sre reing added which dea2l with

mw

them. Dieplsve call sttention of the students tc them. For exasmple, s few

weeks ago & dlsplay on the tulletin bosrd showzd the red sgickle and hammer

of Ruseiz snd Jseketes of tooke sbtecut thst country. 4s it would te helpful

te the librsry staff to know mors stout the recrestionsl rsading 6f college

studente here, s epoclal cell elip hzes been printad and uszd this yesr so
Qg

that the dsta ¥ here for such g study to be made,

The stove cgervices have been added to mske the librsry serve the col-
lege community more effeetively~--to sesist faculty and shudents to sttsin
the educstionsl objectives of thie inetitution. However, ths rzesulsr li-
brary routinee of the ordering, catsloging, snd ciassificstion of nsw tooks,
the snswering of r:fcrence quzstione, ths discugsing with =tudente of prob-
leme involved in writing pspsre snd instructing them in bow te £ind the
materisls they need, the putting of bocks on rescrve, the keeping of the
necessary records, and the trsining snd supsrvising of student sssistante
heve gone on.

This progrsm hse teen csrrizd cn under certsin hsndicaps. Due to the
inercaee in the size of the etudent body, ths Reading Room ie not lsrge
enough to sccommedate those who want to use it. It hss chaire for 140
which 1is lees thsn twenty-five per cent of the student trody, ususlly sc-

cepted a8 the minimum which the litrsry should sccommodate., Noise 1leg etfll

& protlem. The situstion can Y2 improved ss socn ae¢ the Tssement snd rooms



on the third floor of the building s~sin bscome :vsilstle For litrary ues.
The wslles of the tuilding, eepccislly in the halle, need re-decorating or

clzaning. The tsbles and chairs need clisning nd wexing

i

. Too, with the
lorger student tody, there ie an increse:d demsnd Lor library ssrviees.
The two members of the litrury eteflf sre sekad raforsnce quecstions fre-

quently. Due to pregsurs of techniesl litrsry work, they connot te in tle

Resding Room fc snew:sr guzetions snd sesist students., Msny students naazd

(e}

uch h2lp and would agk Tor it if there wore s trsin:d p:rson in the Resd
ing Kocm. Other ccllesse, such se Coe, Cornell, snd Grinnall, hsve library
staffe of four or more peresons. As the student Yodv inerssesoe, the number
of faculty members doss aleo. And to tsk: care of the hesvier losd which

the librsry ies sssuming, s larger librsry stsff is essentisl.

™
70

On the whols, the sttitude of the estudente thie y2:r has teen ve

(& h

1t hse roen pl2scsnt to work with them. The faculty

h

cormendabls, sn

membters hsve al=o Yasen coopsrative.
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Regp:ctfully subtmittsed,

Illinois Wesleyan University
Buck Memorisl Litrsry

June 7,1946



